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Tt LIST OF NEWSPAPERS. 
| “ — : i 
ie Dates of papers received 
: No. Names of Newspapers. Place of publication, Bano A ol and ~~ for the REMARKS, 
\ ff BgenGAati. | CaLcurta. 
ir Weekly. 
1 1 |“ Bangavasi”’ ... .. | Calcutta ey 26,000 | 18th June, 1898. 
i i? 2 + Basuuati 2 eee eee Ditto eve 16,000 16th ditto. 
i | g i Hitaishi a | eee aaa Ditto vas 800 | 21st ditto. 
! ey oe Cee | Ditto +. |About 4,000 10th and 17th June 1898. 
aod. 6 | “ Mihir-o-Sudhakar ”’ | Ditto oes 1,600 17th and 24th = ditto. 
i : 6 | “Samay” see | Ditto v0 8,000 | 24th June, 1898. 
+ 7 ” Samutthan i eee ee: Ditto eee eee 200 165th ditto 
. | 8 |“Sanjivani” ... | Ditto si ee or — 
| 9 | ‘*Som Prakash” {| Ditto aes 1,000 } 20th ditto. 
aaa 10 |‘ Sulabh Samachar” | Ditto eee eee 18th ditto. 
4 Daily. 
| | 1 |‘* Banga Vidya Prakashika” | Ditto eee 200 
4 ee by Delnih-¢-Gemachar Chan-| Ditto om 1,000 | 18th to 22nd June 1898. 
4 rika,.”’ 
be sg |‘Samvad Prabhakar”  ...| Ditto és 2,000 — 20th, and 22nd June 
2 8. 
a3 4 | ‘*Samvad Parnachandridaya’”’| Ditto pm 200 | 17th, 18th, and 20th to 
. 23rd June 1898. 
14 Hinp1. 
Fortnightly. 
) 1 | “Marwari Gazette” | Ditto oe. 400 
if Weekly. ! 
: | ’ » | *¢ Bharat Mitra - eee Ditto eee 2,000 Re Rae ; baei2 : 
g 9 |“ Hindi Bangavasi” Sh | Ditto fe 6,500 | 20th June 1898. | 
ig Daily. | | 
' 1 | Bharat Mitra”’ ... | Ditto — ene 14th to 18th, and 20th 
: | June 1898. 
. | PERsIan. 
i Weekly. 
i 1 |‘ Hablul Mateen ”’ vo | Ditto 200 600 | 
i: 9 | ** Mefta-hur-safar ”’ oe | Ditto sis eeeee 
Urvv. 
\ Weekly, 
$ a i Desseseltenat and Urdu| Ditto aes 320 | 16th June, 1898. 
ulde. ’ 
2 | ‘General and Gauhariasfi’ | Ditto oe $30 | 16th _— ditto. 
Tri-weekly. | 
1 | “Nusrat-ul-Islam ” | Ditto ae 
Bgenaatt. Bourpwaw Division. 
Fortnightly. | 
; 1 | “Pallivasi”’ ... | Kalna — x 476 | 22nd June, 1898. 
.. 
a Weekly. : 
1 | “ Bankura Darpan”’ ... | Bankura a 672 |16th June, 1898. 
3 | “Burdwan Sanjivani ” .. | Burdwan a 240 | 14th ditto. 
8 | “Chinsura Bartavaha” _... | Chinsura ne 400 | 19th ditto. 
ig 4 | * Education Gazette” . | Hooghly a 1,360 | 17th ditto. 
: | Bsxeatt, | PagstpEncY Drvisron. 
i Weekly. 
. 1 |‘*Murshidabad Hitaishi” .,.) Murshidabad coe 655 
q 3 |“ Pratikar”’ ~i Ditto eee 608 17th June, 1898. 


2nd fortnight of May, 
1898. 
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scons: eee <a Reported Dates of papers received 
te Names of Newspapers. Place of publication. | a 4 and examined for ~ REMARKS, 
a e ad : J fo . 
Untya. 1 QOziesa Drvier0n. hs 
Weekly. “. a ie 
*tarchini i h Central cooeee eovese is paper is aa 
1 |‘*Sambalpur Hitaishini” ... — = ‘ e , have tome, cirouls 
3 |“Samvad Vahika” .. | Balasore oes 150 very ts » Raat "| 
g | “Oriya and Navasamvad”...) Ditto os 309 ee apr 
4 66 Utkal Dipika 2g eee Cuttack one 400 / 
Hinp1. 1 Patwa Division. ) , 
Monthly. 
| 66 Bihar Bandhu e eee Bankipur eee About 600 
Weekly. 
1 |“ Aryavarta”’ ... .. | Dinapur eee 1,000 
Urvv. 
Weekly. 
1 |*Al Punch”  .. «| Bankipur “ 600 | 17th June, 1898. 
2 | “Gaya Punch”... | Gaya ove 400 
BENGALI. RassHant Division. 
Weekly. 
1 |“ Hindu Ranjika”’ «| Boalia, Rajshahi _... 248 | 15th June, 1898. 
2 |“ Rangpur Dikprakash” ...| Kakina, Rangpur... 180 nee This paper is not re- 
ly blishod 
HInvDr. or want Of type. 
Monthly. 
1 |‘ Darjeeling Mission ke Masik| Darjeeling Ca rae June, 1898. 
Samachar Patrika.”’ 
BENGALI. 
Dacca Division. 
Fortnightly. 
1 |“ Faridpur Hitaishini’’ »». | Faridpur aS 756 | 18th June, 1898. 
2 |‘ Kasipur Nivasi”’ »»» | Kasipur, Barisal ae 316 
Weekly. . 
1 | “ Barisal Hitaishi’’ »». | Barisal ae 300 
2 | “Charu Mihir” | Mymensingh me 900 | 18th June, 1898. 
3 |“ Dacca Prakash ” ». | Dacca mm 2,400 | 19th June 1898. 
ee ... | Faridpur a aennee i7th _— ditto. 
6 | “Saraswat Patra’ se. | Dacca |About 600) 18th ditto. 
ENGLISH aND Barnett. 
Weekly. 
1 |“ Dacca Gazette” we. | Dacca a 600 | 20th June, 1898. 
BEN@ALI. Curttacone Division, 
Fortnightly. 
1 |‘ ‘Lripura Hitaishi” .». | Comilla mo 450 | 2nd fortnight of Jaishtha, 
1898. 
Weekly. \ | 
l | “Jyoti” ee oo. | Chittagon an oceeee 16th June, 1898. 
2 |“ oansodhini” ... eee Ditto” c. ete 15th ditto. 
BrenGatt, Assam. 
Fortnightly. 
1 | “ Pari . -. | Sylhet ove see eee 
2 | “Silchar” i ... | Silchar, Cachar ee 340 
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II.—Home ADMINISTRATION. 
(a).—Police, 


ion with the chaukidari tax which has been imposed this year 
scr on certain Burdwan villages the Burdwan Sanjwent 
The chaukidari tax inthe Burd =e 41,4 1 ith June remarks:— | 
mo Since the imposition of the road cess these 
village people have had no fresh taxes until this year, which has seen the ehau- 
kidari tax imposed. The tax will shortly be extended to the whole district. 

Let us see what good the present system is calculated to produce. Accord- 
ing to Government, one of the reasons which led to the introduction of the 
present system was that under the old system the chaukidars had to please two 
masters—the Government and the zamindar, and could not therefore do their 
duty properly. No doubt, Government should see tochaukidars properly doing 
their duty, but what guarantee is there that the present system will make them 
do it better than the old? Asa matter of fact, the present system has not been 
an improvement at all. The paid chaukidars of today are in no way superior 
to the chakran-holders under the old system. 

So, then, these village people, who have got no food an their homes, are 
saddled with a fresh tax. Everybody knows with what difficulty the zamindar 
collects rents from them. In years of scarcity, they generally cannot pay 
rent; in years of plenty, they have to pay off all arrears with a heavy interest. 
They are, therefore, always on the brink of ruin. It is these people who have 
now to pay a fresh tax, and that, so Government has ruled, regularly, before 
making any other payment, no matter whether they starve or not. We 
earnestly pray that the tax be abolished in a district like this, where the bulk 
of the village population live on agriculture. 

Government has not gained anything by the present system. The annual 
value fixed for the Government lands is being credited to the Chaukidari Fund. 
he chaukidars, as before, attend the thana oncea week. The people too are 
discontented. - | 

We hold that the chaukidari law can be fitly introduced only in such 
villages as have a population containing « very small proportion of poor 
raiyats, villages, that 1s, in which a municipality might well be established. 
But in villages which have no well-to-do families, no good roads or tanks, where 
each man is virtually the chaukidar of his own house, the present system is 
nothing but a gratuitous hardship on the people. In such villages Government 
should continue the old chakran system. It should construct in them good tanks 
for drinking water and may impose a water-tax for that purpose. , That would 
be both popular and beneficial. | 

2. The Tripura Hitatshi for the 2nd fortnight of Jyaishtha 1305B.8., says 

ak i i that the town chaukidars of Comilla, in the Tippera 
dars of Comilla, . ve eee district, often harass railway passengers coming to 
the town by the night trains and extort money 

from them on various pretexts. On the night of the 7th June a passenger 
from Brahmanbaria was stopped by one of them on the pretext of his being a 
budmash. The passenger eaded. in vain that he had come to Comilla on 
business and was proceeding to the lodgings of Kailas Babu, a pleader. He 
was being taken notin the direction of the thana, but somewhere else, when the 
appearance of several other passengers on the scene induced the chaukidar to 
let go his prisoner and go away. One night recently a town chaukidar was 
found by a shopkeeper sneaking away with a goat anda kid. ‘Ihe thief ran 
away on being challenged. oe 

3. Inan article communicated to the Basumati of the 16th June, it is 

“. stated that after s proclamation had been issued 
oely Melee Ghatal in the Midna- 49 ing that there EB 5 no inoculation and plague 
hospital at Ghatal, Babu Abinash Chandra Mitra 

went at the head of 60 armed constables to the fields to the north of the Chauli 
am Chandrapur embaukment, and ordered the chaukidars to arrest the people, 
Who are said to have been concerned in the snatching away of a prisoner from 
police custody. Abinash Babu’s men then plucked cucumbers and other 
fruits in the fields, and refreshed themselves under an Aswattha tree, a few 
hundred yards from the embankment. The owners of the fruits remonstrating 
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with them, they pointed their rifles at them, and formed a square with Ab; 
Babu and tin hia in tle middle, The villagers fra see to a geen 
where they were joined by others, till on both sides of the bandh a large number 
of travellers and villagers gathered. The police opened fire, wounding man 
As the crowd withdrew, the police either trampled on the wounded or 
struck them with the butt end of their mfles. Three men were killed on the 
spot—(1) Nilmani Hazra of Mansuko (who has a son), (2) Mahinti Mandal of 
Jaynagar (who has his mother and brother), (3) Saday Guhai of Ramchandra. 
pur (who has his wife and children). One Kunja Adak of Metela (who has 
his mother and brother) died the next day, while three others died three days 
after, viz , (1) Gopal Jana of Singpur (leaving wife, brother and children‘, ) 
Kusadhwaja Rai of Metela, and (3: Haru Bera of Garh Pratyanagar (leaving 
wife and brother). Jt is only into the last case that any investigation has been 
made. ‘lhe Assistant Surgeon made no post-mortem examination of the dead 
bodies, nor did he admit the wounded into the hospital or dress their wounds 
and extract the bullets from their bodies. | 
4. The Chinsura Bartavaha of the 19th June reports that the Sub. 
iets iit te MiMi Inspector of Pandua thana, Babu Mohit Chandra 
of Pandua, district Hooghty.. + Bannerji, is going to be lifted to the Special Crime 
, Department, Raniganj. It should be remem- 
bered that Mohit Babu was only the other day hauled up before the Deputy 
Magistrate of Hooghly on a charge of enticing away a married woman, and that © 
he somehow got discharged last Friday. ‘lhe Inspector-General of Police 
is requested to consider the propriety of the lift given to such an officer. 


(b)— Working of the Courts. 


5. The Sansodhint of the 15th June complains that salaries are not regu” 
Delay in tho payment of salaries @zly paid in the office of the Settlement Officer of 
in the Settlement Office, Chitta. Chittagong. A few days ago, the settlement 
gong. muharrir had cholera and died because he had not 
got his pay and could not therefore call in a doctor. The Settlement Officer 
should see that his men are paid on the first of the month following that for 
which their salaries are due. 
6. Referring to the case in which Messrs. Steel, Chapman and Wilson, of 
| the Surmachara and Telipara tea-gardens, in the 
The Tippera wrongful confine- ‘'Tinncra district, stood charged with having raided 
ment case. ee - ° ° ° ° 
Brajabinodinipur village in Hill Tippera and 
carried off Hari Sardar, Jari Goala and others with their families, utensils and 
cattle, the same paper writes as follows:— 


The District Magistrate of Alipore, to whose file the cuse had been trans- 
ferred, by order of the High Court, on an application by theaccused, has released 
them on their tendering an apology. Mr. Kennedy, the former District Magis- 
trate of Comilla, who had entertained the complaint and made a preliminary 
enquiry, charged the accused under sections 342, 348, 844, 352 and 358, Indian 
Penal Code, all of which, with the exception of the first, relate to non-com- 
poundable offences, and prohibit the release of the accused on the mere tender- 
ing of an apology. The Magistrate of Alipore has, however, released them 
without recording any evidence on behalf of either the prosecution or the 
defence. He might have struck off the case and released the accused, if after 
taking evidence he had been satisfied that the offence was not serious. ‘The 
accused have themselves admitted that they did enter the Tippera State and 
curry off men and property. In this they were guilty, even to an ordinary 
mind, of two serious ab A mates Bee assembly and forcible carrying off 
of people,—offences, which, according to the Indian Penal Code, are non-com- 
poundable. Yet the Magistrate has allowed the case to be compromised. No 
one has any right to arrest a runaway agreement cooly without orders from & 
court and the aid of the police. T'o carry off people by force is, indeed, & 
serious offence. ‘To pardon an offence may be a good thing, according to the 
code of religion, but it is not so according to the at of laws. Many 
offences have no pardon in the eye of the law, and clemency in such cases 
is nothing short of a contempt of the law. It encourages wicked men in theit 
misdeeds and increases the misery and wretchedness of the poor. 
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7, The Jyoti of the 16th June complains that both the Collector and 
ee ee Commissioner of Chittagong are appointing the 
_tagemets 4 the Commis- clerks of the Survey Office, now abolished, to 
sioner, Chittagong. vacancies in their respective offices in preference to 
the claims of apprentices. ‘'’his means double injustice to the apprentices ; 
they neither get appointments in their own offices, to which their apprenticeship 
entitles them, nor did they get appointments in the Survey Office, which were 
easily available to them, but being temporary, were not accepted by them. 
The clerks, therefore, who left their permanent Government posts for the more 
lucrative temporary Po in the Survey Office have had a good time of it, and are 
returning to their old posts to which the apprentices who remained in the 
offices are entitled. The authorities are requested to take the case of the 
apprentices into their kind consideration. 


8, The Cox’s Bazar correspondent of the same ;paper makes certain 
serious allegations against Mr. Lucas, the Officiating 


The Subdivisional Officer of Sybdivisional Officer of that place. It will be . 


——— remembered that it was Mr. Lucas who assaulted 


the nephew of the local zamindar, Akbar Khan, and then apologised. His first 
act, after his arrival at Cox’s Bazar, was to inquire if there was a whipping 
triangle at the place and to have one erected. Within thespace of the last two 
months, Mr. Lucas has passed more whipping sentences than the District, Assis- 
tant and Deputy Magistrates combined have passed in the whole year in the 
town. The whip used in his Courtis thicker than the thumb. The punishment 
is inflicted on the spot where the offence is committed. On one occasion Mr. Lucas 
ordered an offender, who had stolen a brass jug worth Re. 1-4, to receive 
twenty stripes; but onthe Assistant Surgeon objecting, he commuted the punish- 
ment to one year’s rigorovs imprisonment. In two cases, when, after the conclu- 
sion of the evidence, the pleader for the defence wanted to speak, the Magistrate 
asked him to wait till thenext day ; butonthe nextday, without hearing anybody, 
he sentenced each of the accused, in the first case, to six months’ imprisonment, 
and each of the accused, in the second case, to twenty stripes of tlhe whip. 
When a witness delays to answer or speaks in a low voice, the Subdivisional 
Officer asks his chaprasi to pinch him or pull him by the ear. A female witness 


was once made to depose by touching her son’s head, and Muhammadan witnesses 


are made to depose with the Koran in their hands. Mr. Lucas never receives 
applications himself, nor does he fix dates for hearing any adjournment. All 
that is left to his peshkar. It is hoped that the serious attention of the authori- 
ties will be early called to his conduct. 

9. Referring to the forced retirement of Babu Kalikinkar, Sarishtadar 
of the First Sub-Judge of Chittagong, the same 
paper remarks that Government has lost in him 
an able and experienced servant, who has hardly 
his equal in his line in the Chittagong courts, How an extension of his service 
was first granted and then unaccountably refused has already been related 
in this paper. Mr. Merenda, the Sarishtadar of the District Judge, has the 
disposal of all the appointments in the courts under his master. He must have 
had verge ug be: do with Babu Kalikinkar’sretirenent. Everyone knows how he 
removed the head comparing clerk, Babu Ambika Charan Chakravarti, from 
his office, and put his own nephew, Peter, in his place. On Peter’s death, his 
brother, John, who was only a copyist in the court, succeeded him, although 
there were far better qualified applicants for the post. Unfit as John is for the 
situation he is very clever at extorting bribes from the people who have to 
come into contact with him. The District Judge is requested to inquire of 
the local pleaders and zamindarg whether the alegations are true or not, 

Then there was the unlettered son of Mr. Merenda, Albans by name, 
who had to be provided for. He was accordingly taken onin 1895 as an appren- 
lice copyist, a newly-created post, it will be remembered. He is now the 
second clerk of the court. It need hardly be said that he is the worst selection 
for the situation. The simplest draft or docket disconcerts him. But how did 
he get the post? Emdad Miya, who was the second clerk before him, had to be 
removed, Babu Kalikinkar had to make way; Emdad got his post and 


lbans became second clerk. That is at least how the forced retirement of 
abu Kalikinkar is generally explained. ; 


The Sarishtadar of the District 
Judge of Chittayong. 
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The impression is every day gaining ground that the District Judge has 
nothing to do with these appvintments and discharges. Mr. Merenda has sole 
control over them. It is hoped that these scandals will be soon put an end to, 


(a'— Education. 


10. Al Punch of the 17th June has been informed that the teachers of 

the Temple Medical School, Bankipore, are not 
well: disposed towards: Behari students, and that 
the manner in which those students are examined 
by them is far from being impartial. The authorities should make an enqui 
into this charge, and if it has any foundation, they should take serious 
notice of the conduct of the teachers. 

11. Most of the students of the Calcutta Medical College, writes the 
Bangavasi of the 18th June, who have been plucked 
in the last Second M.B. and Second L.MS. 
Examinations are in despair. According to a rule recently enforced by Dr. 
Bomford, no student who has been plucked in these examinations for three 
consecutive years shall be allowed to appear in them again. This is as much 
as to deprive these students of the chance of qualifying themselves as medical 
practitioners. The rule under notice does not obtain in any other country, and 
it should be relaxed at least for one year in favour of the plucked candidates, 
most of whom no doubt got themselves admitted to the college before the new 
rule came into force. Dr, Bomford is about to go home on leave, and let him 
grant this small favour to the plucked candidates. | 

12. The Hitaishi of the 21st June suggests that the examinations of the 

.  @alcutta University should, from the next year, be 

axe ee time for the University heldin February, so that the results may be pub- 

lished by the end of April, before the schools and 

colleges close for the summer vacation. This will enable successful candidatesto - 

make themselves réady to jointhe I‘ngineering and Medical Colleges, when their 
sessions begin early in June, ard to make an early choice of an Arts College. 


The teachers of the Temple 
Medical School, Bankipore. 


One of Dr. Bomford’s rules. 


4 4) 


(e)—Local Self-trovernment and Municipal Administration. 


BoRDWAN SANJIVANT, 13, The Burdwan Sanjivani of the 14th June has the following on the 


road-cess :— 

Government now declares that it is authorised 
to apply the road-cess money in any way it thinks fit. The Hon’ble Mr. Risley 
has put it clearly that although, when the cess was first imposed, Sir George 
Campbell had declared that it would be expended only in improving local 
roads, canals and rivers, Government has nowhere promised that the law on 
the subject would never be altered. We are not at present inclined to question 
the justice of this argument, but we contend that so long as the law on the 
subject is not altered, road-cess money should be applied to the purposes for 
which it was originally intended to be expended. 

The authorities ought to enquire what improvements have been made m 
village roads, &c., during the last 25 years or so, during which period the road-vess 
law has been in operation. We venture to say that not even 25 per cent. 
villages have had their roads improved during this period. In the rainy season 
they labour under the very same difficulties as before. There is no efficient 
drainage system to carry off rain-water. In some cases, the rain-water from the 
fields find their way into the villages, rendering the roads quite impassable to 
men and cattle. The roads on the outskirtsof many villages have often so low @ 
level that they turn into canals in the rainy season. Have not the people, then, 

reason to complain of the road-cess ? ee 
14. The Hindu Ranjika of the 15th June complains that the drains 2 
Rajshahi town are asa rule filthy, and that 
municipal authorities do not take care to have them 


Application of road-cess money. 


Sanitation of Rajshahi town. 


regularly cleansed. 
15. The Mitavadi of the 17th June writes as follows:— 
| | | : One Golap Ray Poddar, a Marwari, has built 
RR hn bg on the Kalighat a two-storeyed thakurbari on seven chitake of land 
on the Kalighat bathing ghat. The temple 


, | 


‘cated to Krishna and Radha, and contains a hall which is intend- 
oneal ee. Tt is against the municipal law to build a house on 60 small 
e lot of land, and wedo not know how Golap oy Poddar has managed to 
build the thakurbart in question. Does the gentleman how any Magic and did 
he hold the municipal authorities spell-bound when he succeeded in ~ heer | 
their sanction to the building? At a recent mee'ing of the Calcutta Municip 
Corporation, Babu Surendranath Baner)1 wanted to know if any Commis- 
sioners were implicated in the affair. An enquiry into the matter is most 

eveal mysteries. ; : ee 
—* : relief, lotrerss, that Hindu ladies going to bathe in the Kalighat 
river (Tolly’s Nalla) have been saved from nuisance and annoyance in the 
shape of the temple in question. The temple will be demolished, and the 
Chetties have agreed a pay its owner Rs. 8,000. They have done an invalu- 
ice to the Hindu community. 
‘nd 16. According to the Sanjioant of the 18th June, local self-government 
in Bengal is threatened with extinction. The 
Local Self-Government threat- (Commissioners will hardly have any power left if 
—— the proposed Municipal Bill be passed into law. 
The Commissioner of the Patna Division hes, with the approval of the Lieuten- 
ant-Governor of Bengal, set aside the election of the Chairman of the Chapra 
Municipality by a majority of votes, and has appointed the ee aap of 
Chapra in his place, Mr. LeMesurier, Magistrate of Patna, has vetoed the right 
of the Municipal Commissioners to appoint their Secretary, and out of 169 
candidates has selected one Mr. King. Mr. King may be the fittest man, but 
the Magistrate should not have taken the responsibility of appointing him 
unless expressly desired by the Commissioners. Thus, if the officials usurp such 
powers, real self-government will never thrive in Bengal. 

17. In continuation of its comments on the Hooghly-Chinsura Municipality, 
the Chinsura Bartavaha of the 19th June says :— 

The Chairman should enquire into the work- 
ing of the Municipal office, which has a goodly 
staff of clerks and other officers. In our opinion, the office staff should be 
reduced and the out-door staff increased. A tax-daroga, an accountant and 
a clerk will be quite enough for office work. But what are the duties of the 
Secretary ? He is at present nothing but a head clerk. The Vice-Chair- 
a writes all the correspondence. ‘The Seeoretary should do more out-door. 
work. 

The municipal authorities should look more to the ganitation of the town 
than to the desk-work of the office. The town is full of jungle. The drains 
are filthy, the roads in bad repair. We ask the authorities to see for them- 
selves. The overseers are not popular. They require some guidance and 
control. We are aware that the municipality is poor ; but much might still 
be done, by skilful management and economy, to improve the roads and 
drains, Last year the municipality expended Rs. 3,400 on the drains alone, 
and as a result, the health of the town is still very satisfactory, We owe this 
to our Chairman and the Civil Surgeon. 

18. The Kalna correspondent of the Pallivasi of the 22nd June says 
_ that the tax-darogaship of the Kalna Municipality 

has been conferred on a lad, to the exclusion of 


better educated and more experienced candidates, 
simply on the strength of the former’s family connections. 


(g)—Ratlwsys and communications, including Canals and Irrigation. 


19. A correspondent of the Charu Mihir of the 13th June writes that the 

Pe nerrne awe road sanctioned by the District Board, which 
Pll the =Mymensingh isto run from Nagarbari to Palasiar Kol, in the 
Mymensingh district, has only been brought up to 

Deupur and has been long lying incomplete. Palasiar Kol is a commercially 
important village. It has its thana, sub-registry office and telegraph office 
at Kalihati, which is only five or six miles off, but owing to the want of a road, 
has to be approached by a long round-about route. ‘he District Board was 
on more than one occasion petitioned to sanction a road to Kalihati, but with- 
out any result. It is reported that the Board is projecting a road from 
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Ghatail to Pulasiar Kol. It.will effect a saving by starting it from Karna: 
ghat, It would also be paying to have the old road, Rajar Jangal by name, 
cleared of jungle, as there will then be a ferry at Madhukhali at all seagona of 
the year. 
90. The Tripura Ittatshi for the 2nd fortnight of Jyaishtha invites the 
attention of the Assam-Beng«l Railway authorities 
: to, the practice of the ticket collector and constable 
at Comilla of standing in the narrow passage out in such a manner as hardly 
to leave room for passengers to pass out without being jostled. It is said that 
at times female passengers have to suffer indignities on this account. ” 

21. A correspondent of the Hitavadi of the 17th June writes that in 
some of the evening trains on the Eastern Ben 
State Railway there are cars which are detached 
from the main train while in motion at intermediate stations. This arrange. 
ment is a source of great inconvenience and annoyance to passengers, especiall 
to those who, in the absence of any indication to show for which stations these 
detachable cars are intended, often trave] in wrong cars. To avoid this incon- 
venience and annoyance, there should be an indication to show for which 
stations detachable cars are intended, and the tickets of the passengers should 
also be checked at the Sealdah station before a train starts. | 

The correspondent also writes that tickets are issued throughout the day 
at the Sealdah station for the convenience of passengers. This sometimes 
causes great confusion, inasmuch as ignorant passengers are often misled and 
travel in wrong a This confusion can be avoided by the inspection of 
tickets at the Sealdah station. 

The editor supports the correspondent and writes that the practice of — 
detaching cars from the main train when in motion should be discontinued, and 
inspection of tickets at the Sealdah station should be enforced. | 


(h)— General. 


22. <A correspondent of the Charu Mihir of the 13th June prays thats 
post office may be established in Teligati Bazar in 
the Mymensingh district. ‘leligati is a flourishing 
| village, with a school, nearly a dozen mahajani 
firms, and a population mainly composed of Brahman Pandits, who live on the 
vidayas they get, and who, therefore, materially suffer if invitation letters do 
not reach them in time. A post-office here might very well be self-supporting. 
bk wee is now under the Lakshiganj post-office, which is nearly eight 
miles off. . 

Another correspondent writes that Teligati supplies nearly the whole of 
the funds for the Lakshiganj post-office. The authorities are requested, on 
examination of the Teligati postman’s book, to sanction a branch post-office in 
the village. In case its receipts do not cover its expenditure, the villagers 
agree to make good the deficit. | 


23. The Bankura Darpan of the 16th June reports, in connection with the 
- ag of Dr. Sures Chandra —. of gas oe 
that Sir John Woodburn sent for bis son an 
meee ee expressed with tears in his eyes great sympathy 
with his family. He confe that the brutal murder had oa him ashamed 
of the name of Englishman, and promised that the doctor’s famil ‘would be 
provided for. Will it be given to us to have such a man as our Lieutenant- 
Governor for a long time > | 


24. The Jyoti of the 16th June says that inthe remote villages under the 
Branch _post-ofices wanted Sitakunda post-office, Chittagong, letters. and 
under the Sitakunda post-office, money-orders are greatly deluyed in delivery. 
Coctegine: This is no fault of the post peon, for the post 
office has got only two peons, each of whom has to n-ake a journey of 20 to 25 
miles every day. The people of these villages have to walk 7 or 8 miles to the 
post-office to send telegrams or to liave letters registered, and often when es | 
reach it, they find it closed. The authorities are requested to establis 
two branch post-offices in Lavanaksha Bazar and Barabanal Bazar. The 


teachers of the local primary schools might very well be utilised as postmaster’. 
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25, The Darussaltanat and Urdu ‘Guide of the 16th Jane:is at a loss to Danvssartanar ann 


understand why the: Musalmans of Calcutta. are 
fearing the anti-plague inoculation. .. by operation 
-¢ in effect much the same as common vaccination against small-pox, every 
a Cnet weak in health, can subject himself to it.. The only suffering 
which the inoculated has to stand is that after the operation. he. has an 
attack of high fever for only three days. It ‘has been. ascertained by experi- 
ment in Bombay that the inoculated do not die of bubonic plague. The 
people of Calcutta ought to get themselves inoculated ‘becausa in case of an 
outbreak here in = oe ga form it is only inoculation upon which they can 
a sure pro actic. | pa ee 

Bi 26. The Bosumati of the 16th June says that when it is the etd of Lord 
Elgin, the <= a India, a uae — the 

ant in Cal. precedent o mbay “in :combating the plague in 

aie sa Mccann falcutta, every Bender plague regulation will be 
enforced here, perhaps with greater rigour than it 

was there. Why will not Calcutta, asks the Government, follow the example 
of Bombay ? Why, we ask, will not thousands die in Calcutta as they died at 


Anti-plague inoculation. 


Bombay? A Simla telegram, however, says that there will be no change in| 


the plague policy. Though this telegram has been received from a private 
red oy et rap dqniheunes about it, which should not be lost sight of. It is 
that when certain rules have been enforced in India they cannot be with- 
drawn; only a few of them may be temporarily kept in abeyance. The 
only silver lining in the cloud is that some Anglo-Indian officials still say that 
plague has not appeared in an epidemic form. 

27. The same paper says :— 

| Everyone now regrets that after declaring 
Cnt john Woodburn’s return to plague the Bengal Government should have gone 

soar up to the hills. Most of those who have been 
entrusted with the duty of plague inspection and prevention are more 
intent on making a parade of their authority than on doing real work. Those, 
again, to whom the presence of the Lieutenant-Governor in Calcutta gives a 
better idea of responsibility think of it less in his absence. When going to 
Darjeeling to cure himself of an abscess in the ear, Sir John Woodburn said 
that, if necessary, he would soon return to Calcutta. His presence here has 
become necessary, and he ought to come down as soon as possible. Things are 
better managed Y one’s presence than by telegrams. 

28. Referring to the case of Mekram Shaikh, a Small Cause Court peon, 
the same paper observes that as boys delight in 
carrying off the young of birds from their nests, so 
domunicipal doctors, inspectors and chaprasis feel a pleasure in removing plague 
patients to hospital. 

The writer thinks well of the rule that all anonymous letters about sus- 
pected plague cases should be referred to the Vigilance Committees and then 
acted upon or otherwise, and suggests that the police should be instructed to 
spare no pains to bring about the conviction and punishment of at least one 
or two writers of anonymous letters. 

29. ‘The same paper has the following :— 

Treatment of plague questions The more do the Commissioners try to allay 
by the Chairman and the Health the panic by asking questions at: the municipal 

_ meetings——questions which suggest themselves to 
the general public also—the more do the Chairman and the Health Officer 
answer them in a half-hearted manner, and thus increase the anxiety and fear 
of the people. 

_ Judging from these questions and answers, we should say that the Com- 
missioners are making a mistake by asking more questions. It has become the 
poops 8 belief that the authorities are making playthings of these questions. 

t 1s a matter of great regret that, when the Chairman and the Health Officer 
seem to have decided not to give satisfactory answers to questions put by the 
Commissioners, the latter should still persist in asking them. It grieves us 
more, however, that there is a want of sympathy and unity among the Com- 
missioners. Babu Nalin Biheri Sarkar has failed to elicit replies to questions 
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regarding the plague, its symptoms, treatment, &c., which, Dr, Cook says, 


Urpv GUIDE, 
June 16th, 1898, 


BasumatT!, 
June 16th, 1898, 


BasguMatTI. 


BaSUMATI. 


BASUMATI. 


eo : eX x - ee 
«aes ERO < d ¢ a NS FES 
See, en » SASS 
~ 
eS - a. ~ 
hs ae: «Ras. NA : 
a See 
: Ss es > J DSS ee 
—_ Se 


BasUMATI, 
June 14th, 1898. 


HitavaDl, 


June 17th, 1898. 


/ 


( 694 ) 


will not be discussed outside the profession. Among the elected Commissioners 
there are many doctors, but none of them have tried to obtain from Dr. Cook 
answers to Nalin Babu’s questions. The Health Officer only laughs in his 
sleeves to see their apathy and indifference in‘a matter which is especially theirs 
If doctor-Commissioners will not even ask such simple questions, we do not 
know how and when will they. prove of any service to the rate-payers who 
elected them. Those who have failed to get any replies to their questions 
from the municipal authorities should try to get them from the Government. 
The Hon’ble Babu Surendranath Banerji and the Hon’ble Babu Norendro 
Nath Sen have ample opportunities of doing this, but they have not made an 
essay in this direction. In this, too, want of unity is apparent. It is really a 
mistake of the Commissioners-not to make the Chairman behave better towards 
them. : } 

We ask the Ward Commissioners and members of Vigilance Com- 
mittees to be more careful in the discharge of their self-imposed duties, 
if only to save their neighbours from the unwelcome visits of Government 
search parties. Most of them have failed to detect and report cuses of real 
or suspected plague, while Dr. Cook’s subordinates have eminently succeeded. 

30. A travelling correspondent of the same paper thus describes the 

Plague observation on railway Chausa plague observation camp and the arrange- 
8 | ments for the examination of railway passengers 
there :— | 

The plague camp is well arranged and picturesquely situated in the 
middle of an extensive field, and consists of over three score neat and clean 
huts with two bungalows for the accommodation of the doctor in charge, the 
lady doctor and other officials. As soon a3 the train touched the station, a 
European Military Surgeon and a lady doctor with a police escort appeared on 
the platform, and a rope with hooks was adjusted so as to form compartments, 
No one was allowed to walk about on the platform for fear of the contagion 
spreading. The passengers were onueah by the doctor on the platform, 

here was nothing dreadful in this examination which resembled an ordinary 
medical examination. Respectable passengers were not as strictly examined 
as dirty lower class people. The doctor only felt the pulse of the former, and 
allowed them to re-enter their carriages. First and second class passengers 
were not even asked to alight. The examination of female passengers was 
conducted in so satisfactory a manner as to excite respect for the Government 
and admiration for the nice arrangements it has made, There is no chance 
of the parda being violated, or of any inconvenience or indignity to native 
ladies. The lady-doctor examined the female passengers in the train, and 
did not put them to any trouble whatever. In fact, the lady-doctor is all 
courtesy and civility, and the Government has done well to entrust’ one like 
her with the delicate duty of examining female passengers. The arrangements 
at Chausn leave nothing to be desired. | 

At Allahabad passengers are again examined, but are not required to get 
down. The doctors, male and female, examine them and thrir tickets in the 
train. 

Sutna, on the Jubbulpore line, is another examination station. Here male 
assengers have to alight from the carriages on the journey from Bombay. 
here is nothing to complain of in the arrangements here or at Jubbulpore. 

We had to submit to examination both on the journey out and the return 
journey at all the different camps, but nowhere did we observe any mis- 
management. Those wlio have been frightened by false rumours should 
therefore take heart, 

39. The Hitavadi of the 17th June has the following :— 

The plague scare is not allayed. It is rather 
aggravated. The public have not been reass 
or pacified; they are still sunk in fear and per 
plexity. Those of the middle and lower classes who had fied at the very 
outset have, in many instances, been compelled to return, but they are no 
passing their days in peace and cheerfulness. The inconvenience and expen 
-siveness of living away from the family have compelled many to bring 
their families to Calcutta, but they are by no means reconciled to their lot. 
The public remain as panic-stricken as ever and are every moment anxiously 
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awaiting plague news. Strange rumours Are In the air’and distrust and dis- 
on the increase. | : / 
nT geneeality of people have not. come forward to get themselves inocu- 
lated. Those who covet official favour or pretend to be the most progressive 
among us were the foremost to get themselves inoculated, and their example 
has been followed by others, who are getting themselves inoculated with, the 
view of escaping isolation and oppression. The M usalmans, who fear that they 
will have to ben the brunt of the mg and ill-treatment, have submitted 
themselves to inoculation, but the Hindus are still fighting shy of it. | 

Seeing the native public averse to get themselves inoculated, some of the 
Anglo-Indian papers have charged them with ignorance and foolishness. But 
if these papers had taken the trouble to ascertain how many among the 
Europeans have got themselves inoculated, they would have certainly hesi- 
tated to pour their sarcasm on the devoted head of the native community, 
T'o tell the truth, the efficacy of inoculation has not been proved, and no one 
can say whether it is wise or foolish to object to it. The efficacy of imoculation 
is said to last only three months, after which it must have to be renewed. 
Under these circumstances, those who are getting themselves inoculated with a 
poison cannot be said to be acting wisely. 

All should know that no one has been or will be forcibly inoculated. We 
know that people have so far got themselves inoculated either willingly or 
under the indirect compulsion implied in the condition that those who are 
inoculated will be exempted from segregation and isolation. The illiterate 
multitude, however, are impervious to argument and incapable of understand- 
ing the real state of things. The inoculation scare is still tormenting them. 
In fact, it has penetrated far into the interior of the country, where people 
have been thrown into a panic and seem to be in great dread of the supposed 
inoculator. Instances are not rare of strangers being mistaken for inoculators 
and roughly handled. ‘Tho educated people are everywhere trying to reassure 
the multitude and bring them to reason, but in vain. ‘The Indian public 
virtually seem to have very little confidence in the Government, and they are 
reluctant to rely upon it. 

— however, fear isolation and segregation more than inoculation. 
The public would have been somehow reconciled to their lot if they had been 
sure that removal to an isolation hospital would take place only in an undoubted 
case of plague. But they are evidently labouring under the impression that 
simple fever or mumps will be a sufficient excuse for the removal of a person 
to a plague hospital. The conduct of some of the plague officers has lent 
colour to this impression, and shows that it is not wholly unfounded. Instances 
are not rare of non-plague cases being mistaken for plague cases and of healthy 
people being enaalie’ as plague patients. It is those cases that have thrown 
the public into a panic and made them distrustful. The Government cannot 
certainly blame the public for their present distrustful attitude. The authori- 
ties should remember that. the zealous attempt on the part of the plague officers 
to ferret out plague cases is the cause of the prevailing panic and unrest, 

Failing to ferret out a large number of plague cases in spite of their 
utmost efforts to do so, the plague officers maintain that the dead bodies 
of plague patients are being clandestinely disposed of. Last week we published 
a letter written by a plague officer to the Vigilance Committee of ward No. 22. 


With reference to the same ward, the authorities have ordered that a 


doctor and a member of the Vigilance Committee, under the protection of the 


police, shall carry on a house-to-house inspection. The authorities have not — 


taken it into their consideration that this resolution, carried into effect, is sure 
to increase the fear and anxiety of the opulace. ‘The house-to-house inspec- 
tion under contemplation may. be wholly harmless, but is it possible to convince 
the multitude of its harmless character? [et us hope that nothing serious 
will . pen as a consequence of the carrying out of the resolution in question. 


e authorities should never forget: that foolish and irresponsible officers 
may, by their folly, cause a conflagration which is sure to consume whole — 


towns and villages. One who has the least experience of the manners 
and customs of the people of this country should have known that the dead 
body of a Hindu or a.Musalman.cannot be disposed of without the perform- 


ance of a religious ceremony, which makes any. clandestine disposition of it 
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impossible. It is a misfortune that the authorities should make or 
strange and preposterous statement like the one under notice. 

A pack of worthless and cowardly flatterers have done their best to kee 
the authorities in the dark as regards the true state of things in the county 
But for them a resolution, made under a wrong impression and calculated 15 
inflame the public mind, would not have been carried into effect. Was there 
no one to convince the Chairman of the Calcutta Municipality of the inadvisa- 
bility of searching for plague patients where there are none? Tho panic 
created by the contemplated house-to-house inspection will not remain confined 
to the ward in whicb it will be carried on. The panic will spread throughout 
the town, nay, throughout the country. The plague scare in Calcutta has 
enshrouded the whole country in gloom. It is so when the plague is only at 
our threshold. We shudder to think what it will be when plague will spread 

40. The same paper has the following in its weekly notices of the plague 


in te 
The Hitavadi’s weekly plague Calcutta 


Fe nl Inaccuracy of municipal plague returns.—In the 
municipal plague returns, published some time aZ0 
it was stated that one Sarat Chandra Mukharji, of 13, Mirzapore Street, had 
been admitted to the Medical College Hospital as suffering from plague. 
No. 13, Mirzapore Street, is occupied by the City College, and neither in this 
house nor in its vacinity was there any plague case or any person of the name 
of Sarat Chandra Mukharji. We do not know why such wrong information is 
supplied by the municipal plague returns. It is such wrong infcrmation 
which is calculated to make the municipal returns wholly unworthy of public 
credence. 
It has been pointed out by the Indian Daily News that there is a sad 


believe in ¢ 


discrepancy between the municipal plague returns and the returns referred’ {9 “7 


by the Health Officer at a recent meeting of the Municipal Corporation. Wik 
this discrepancy ? The Government should order the municipal authorities ¥ 
prepare a correct list of plague cases. "aon 


Reporting of plague cases in anonymous letiers.—It is a standing order of thewyAo! 
Chairman of the Calcutta Municipality that when a plague case is reported in “07% 


an anonymous letter, no steps should be taken to inspect the house in question 
without first communicating with the Vigilance Committee of the ward. This 


order has not been obeyed in two instances, in which the plague doctors went 


to remove supposed Dose a patients reported in anonymous letters without 
first acquainting the Vigilance Committee with the matter. Will the authorities 
take steps to prevent the recurrence of such an incident ? : 

Ferreting out of plague cases.—It is rumoured that the plague officers are 
pe g their best to prove the prevalence of plague in Calcutta, with the view 
of justifying their appointment. About this time every year, cases of mumps 
take place in Calcutta. The plague doctors are representing these cases of 
mumps and other diseases as plugue cases. Had Calcutta been visited by real 
plague, it would have certainly been devastated by this time. The health of 
Calcutta seems to be better this year than in previous years, and, but for this 
plague scare, people would have been passing their days in peace. | 

The Maniktala plague hospital.—The Maniktala plague hospital is said to 
be unhealthy, so much so that a healthy peer is likely to fall ill there. What 
wonder that persons suffering from illness should fall victims to death when 
removed to this hospital ? 

Ambulance vans.—Mr. Greer is opposed to the use of hackney coaches and 
palanquins in place of ambulance vans. The hackney coach, he says, is an 
inconvenient conveyance. As for palanquins, there are no Uriya bearers to 
carry them, and Hindus will object to being carried on the shoulders of doms. 
Ambulance vans are driven by doms, and we do not understand why palanquins, 
carried by the same class of men, should be objected to. 

Inoculattion.—Musalmans, Marwaris and Bengalis are getting themselves 
inoculated, not because they are convinced of its efficacy, but because it will 
exempt them from seyregation. : 

41. The Chairman of the Calcutta Municipality, writes the same paper, 

The powers of the Chairman of 18 by virtue of a Government order, quite in- 
the Calcutta Municipality in the dependent of the Municipal Commissioners in all 
plague. 7 that he does to combat the plague. He will be 
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sible to none but the Government for the measures that he may 
es * oat down the disease. If the Commissioners oppose the Chairman in 
his plague policy, the Government may take the management of municipal 
affairs in its own hands, and deprive the Commissioners of all voice in the 
municipal administration of the town. This arrangement is sure to do the 
people more harm than good. What the Chairman will do without consulting 
the Commissioners may increase the trouble and discontent of the people, where- 
as the advice of the Commissioners acquainted with the condition of the rate- 
payers is sure to be productive of public good. The Government’s order in 
question betrays its want of confidence in the people. This is certainly bad. . 


42, The same paper writes as follows :— 
| We shall cite an instance to show whether 
The Postal Superintendent of Myr, Duncan, the Postal Superintendent of Man- 
anaes .  bhum, is in the habit of bringing fowl for his wife 
along with postal articles. Last October, one Ajablal, a postal peon, brought 
fowl for the Superintendent along with postal articles, when Kali Charan 


Singh, the overseer, ordered him to take the fowl at once to Mr. Duncan’s © 


house. The peon, who had become quite exhausted by the journey, hesitated 
to carry out the order, and immediately after he was heard crying aloud. 
His cry brought the head postman to the spot, and the head postman had an 
altercation with the overseer. The matter was brought to the notice of the 
authorities, and in the complaint of the overseer mention was made of the 
fowl brought by the peon for Mr. Duncan. Babu Rajani Kanta De, one of 
Mr. Duncan’s favourites, was at this time the Inspector of Bankura, and seeing 
that the result of an inquiry into the complaint would not be favourable to the 
complainant, he wrote to the postmaster as follows:— , 


‘As this case may go u Pp to higher authorities, in case of unsatisfactory 
result of complainant (Kali Charan Singh) to us, I solicit the favour of your 


] 


? 
ained against 


id be punished without hearing him in his defence. Rajani Babu has 


Ta ely been appointed postmaster of Bankura, and it is complained that the 


Office is in great disorder under him. We. request the postal suthorities 
to inquire into the following complaints :— 


(1) ae and post-cards are not sold in the office from 11 A.M. to 
P.M. 
es The Savings Bank Department remains closed from 10 a.m. to 2 P.M. 
3) The Post Master keeps the telegraph messenger employed at night at 

his own house. Owing to this, an urgent telegram addressed to 
Mr, Duncan remained one whole night undelivered. 

(4) The Rajgram dak is being despatched late as before. . 

(5) When Mr. Duncan was at Gangajalghati, an unpaid apprentice 
attached to his office took several Ce from the post-office to 
the Superintendent’s office. This is contrary to postal rules, 


43. The same paper has the following :— 

i aca | As we have said over and over again, people are 

aliayed, » P '83e Panic can be notin the least afraid of dying of plague; the 
_. are afraid of being removed to the plague hospital. 
The plague scare can subside only if the Government gives up segregation in a 
plague hospital and sanctions home segregation ona liberal scale. Let our 
sympathetic Lieutenant-Governor take this matter into his consideration and 
make it his first and foremost care to_ allay the prevailing panic. It is two 
months since the plague made its first appearance in Calcutta, but within this 
period there has not been an appreciable rise in the death-rate of the 
metropolis, How can we then say that the disease is a contagious‘one? It 
has not, moreover, come to our notice that one nursing a plague patient or 
ey in his company has caught the contagion from him. The members 
of a family in which a plague case has ochanaa have also escaped the attacks 
of the fell disease. How can we, then, say that Calcutta has been visited by 
plague, by a fatal disease of a contagious character? If the prevailing malady 

‘8 not contagious, there can certainly be no need of isolation and segregation. 
_ Europeans can never realise native feeling in the matter of isolation and 
segregation. In sickness nothing gives an Indian ter relief and comfort than 
6 company of his friends and relatives. Even tho poorest of the poor among 
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Indians would not willingly go toa public hospital for treatmen 

removal to the hospital is, therefore, most likely to give the pro ‘aa 

which he cannot, in most instances, survive. Home regation will saye the 
tients the anxiety and the exhaustion attendant on hy om removal to the 

ee ital. We hope the officials and their medical advisers will take what w 

say into their consideration. It is better to die of.a disease than to die of Pe 

caused by the measures adopted to stamp it out, 

People are being removed to the gp hospital on the merest. suspicion 
The plague officers have made much even of a case of tonsillitis, and it 
: ot that no sick man is safe if he cannot pay for the services of an eminent 

physician like Dr. Sanders, or secure the sympathy and help of an influential] 

ntleman like the Hon’ble Babu Surendranath Banerji. A case of simple 
ever or diarrhoea can, under the present circumstances, be easily magnific 

Pe a rey of plague and removed to the plague hospital. Is this not a matter 
of regret | Sek 

We appeal to our kind-hearted Lieutenant-Governor and ask him to let us 
know how long we shall have to re anxious and sleepless nights and bear this 
mortal agony—how long we shall go on being ruined in this way for the sake 
of precautionary measures against plague. Commerce is at its lowest. ebb in 
Calcutta. At the shops there are neither buyers nor sellers, The streets 
have assumed a lonely appearance. Every household is feeling the want of 
domestic servants. Conmmaved with its former prosperity, Calcutta is now a 
desolate desert, a cremation ground so to say. How long shall we pass ou 
days in unnecessary alarm and anxiety? None but the Lieutenant-Governor 
can save us from this anxiety and perplexity. 

The worthy doctors hailing from Bombay, and they alone can say what they 
know of the disease in question. They know nothing about the disposition or 
nature (prakiti) of the people of Bengal, Even if we cannot say that they are 
responsible for the commercial ruin of Calcutta, we can unhesitatingly assert 
that they need not have been imported from Bombay for the purpose of show- 
ing eighty suspicious deaths in the course of two months! Who can say that 
all these deaths have been due to plague? All the cases have not been 
examined after death. So far as our information goes, with the exception of 
the case of Iswar Mudi, none of the cases have been properly and carefully 
examined. If we ask the authorities to enlighten us on this subject, they reply 
that they cannot discuss the question with people outside the medical profession. 
The Chairman of the Calcutta Municipality has, moreover, said that even a 
bacteriological examination of the blood of a suspected plague patient is not 
an unerring test of the disease. This is a sad dilemma. ho will save us 
from it ? | 

So long as the doctors are in our midst, there is no possibility of Calcutta 
being shown as free from plague for ten days, There is no one to say any- 
thing about a case which they send up as a case of plague. If ye have 
any doubts and accordingly ask for information, they get no reply, they are 
told that none but doctors will be informed of the symptoms of plague. Thus 
circumstanced, we are helpless. ‘There is no spread of the disease worth the 
name. The vital statistics of Caleutta do not show that plague is raging i 
our midst. This being the case, cannot the Lieutenant-Governor declare 
Calcutta free from plague and save us from the prevailing ponte and anxiety ? 
Let segregation be allowed in every house. Let every house be thorough'y 
ea | Let the fear of segregation be.dispelled. . Let the panic be allay 
Let commerce flow on smoothly again. Let. the panic-stricken people be 
reassured and pacified. Let the Lieutenant-Governor do this benevolent. act 
and leave g lasting name bebind him.. ee 

The medical officers who are the arbiters of our destiny are indifferent to 
the suffering of the peuple. They cannot understand that the pores panic 
is fearfully unnerving the people and that it is obstructing all the paths leading 
to independent occupations. Will no one come forward to prevent the ischiel 
which they are. — by increasing the public fear by making an unnecessary 
noise, by alarming those who are , ee and undisturbed with fussy demonstre- 
tions and jmaginjng disease in the healthy body? The health of Calcutta, writes 
a friend, is exceptionally good this year, and people would have lived.in pes 
if all this hue and cry had not been raised over an imaginary danger. 47° 
entire population is being ruined. How long will this state of things conlunue ' 
Js there no means whatever of remedying this state of things ? 
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44, The same paper has a cartoon showing a native woman sitting by 
the side of her son. A venomous snake is about to 
bite the mother. The cartoon is headed—“ Pre- 
vention.” The letter-press is as follows :— 

Mother .—My darling, the serpent is about to bite. 

Son.—No fear, mother dear, we are inoculated. 

45. Says the Mihir-o-Sudhakar of the 17th June regarding the plague in 
Calcutta :-— 

Our beneficent Government is doing all that 
ought to be done to save the town. Large sums are being expended for the 
purpose. The Municipality is straining every nerve to help Government in 
the work. ‘he town is kept ot neat and clean. Dr. Cook works 
incessantly, inspecting all the wards. Mr. James admirably guards the peace 
of the town. The ‘Ward and the Vigilance Committees are working vigour- 
ously and judiciously. 


Ill health keeps our Lieutenant-Governor away, May he speedily regain 
his health and inspire the town with his reassuring presence! 6 is our hope 


and stay in this crisis. If the plague comes in its full fury, we shall not be 
able to do without him. 


Hindus and Musalmans, let us join hands in this day of trouble, forget our 


petty differences in this our common danger, and present a combined front 
in this our contest with the grim foe. 


46. All the mufassal municipalities, writes the Bangavasi of the 18th 


iii adi June, are taking precautionary measures against 
agu "the plague. Precaution is good, but let nothing 
be done to create a panic in the public mind, The conduct of the District 
Judge and District Magistrate of Hooghly in this respect ought to serve as an 
example to all district authorities. Almost all the villages in Bengal are 
malaria-ridden and have consequently been deserted by their inhabitants. 
Every house in a Bengal village is, so to speak, a segregation hospital. Take, 
for instance, the case of the Bansbaria Municipality in the Hvoghly district. 
Bansbaria, Sibpur, Tribeni and other villages are within its jurisdiction, All 
these villages are thinly populated, and plague, it is well known, visits onl 
populous towns and cities. In the mufassal, Commissioners and leading resi- 
dents should be given a free hand in the adoption of necessary preventive 
measures against the plague. In the case of the Bansbaria Municipality, for ex- 


ample, the sound advice of Rai Lalit Mohan Sinha, Bahadur, of Sibpur, ought 
to guide the authorities. 


An inoculation cartocn. 


The plague in Calcutta. 


47. The Daintk-o-Samachar Chandrika of the 2th June has the following 
The plague doctors in Caleutta. 1%" connection with the pi ague .-—= 


It is reported that the Lieutenant-Governor 
will return to Calcutta on the 24th June. His presence will inspire the people 
with hope and courage. | 


At a recent meeting of the Calcutta Corporation, 
asked was relating to the medicines, &e., 


patients at the hospitals. Babu K 
as tending to embarrass the pla 


one of the question’ 
-» Which are administered to the plague 
alinath Mitra objected to such a question 
the plague officers. The Chairman in his reply to the 
qeeohene put to him maintained that the seventeen doctors pect ae on plague 

uty are all competent men, and hence the large salaries given to them. The 
Military Assistant Surgeons, however, seem to have been overpraised, Are 


they, as a matter of fact, the equals of th ‘wil Assi 
oak em is now to save the ies © Civil Assistants? However, our 


mm, and it will serve no useful purpose to wrangle 
oo — points or to question the powers of the Cheldeak with Bic. 
ogg _—.. Che Chairman is popular with the ratepayers. Nor do we want 
. censure : r. Cook. But Dr. Cook himself will not eny that these seventeen 
ol gee = 7 res new Huportations lack experience, although 
earne 
C00 om Py ma our saw se Bg a ee ee ee 
‘he Vigilance Committees should implici : 
unfair to accuse them of ldheware: _ ents Samed + wee be 


. nesss si l 
sometimes get information of cases without ror Agere the plague doctors 
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48. The teeny! Chandrtka of Lape ho y June says that even in 
is retirement in England Sir Alexander Mackenz; 
————— oe not done with the plague. In his reply 
to Sir Bradford Leslie’s letter to the Zimes on the 
plague, he seems to have accepted a brief on behalf of incculation, for he 
urges the enforcement of either inoculation or segregation. ‘I'he riots, he 
believes, were merely the work of budmashes, but certain Anglo-Indian papers 
are of opinion that the inoculation circular of Dr. Cook was at the bottom of 
the mischief. The illiterate took fright because Dr. Cuok laid great stress on 
inoculation. ‘The budmashes could not surely have done much if the masses 
had not already been thrown into a state of excitement by what the authorities 
themselves said about inoculation. It is not therefore just that the whole 
blame of the riots should rest with the budmashes. Those who created the 
— by their words and deeds should also bear a share of it. One does not 
now what Sir Alexander would have done, if he had been here to-day, seeing 
how sternly he is talking, sitting in England. 


III.— LEGISLATIVE. 


49. The Avtavadi of the 10th June has a cartoon apparently on the sedi- 


A cartoon on the seditionlaw. On Jaw. A spider’s nest is shown from which 

sticks out a spider with a human face. The face 

is evidently that of an Englishman with a hat on. This strange spider is pos- 

sessed of sharp legs, and three Babus and two common labourers are approach- 

ing the net with measured steps. The cartoon is headed ‘‘ Welcome! Come 
this way.” ‘lhe letter-press runs as follows :— 


Tur Spiprr’s Net. 


Wise people can make this out in two or three days. 
But the stupid not cven in forty years. 


— Kalikankan. 
(1) 


Brother, beware! Proceed cautiously 


that you may not fall into the net. 
You have no one to stand by you. 


(2) 
There are hard-and-fast laws, on all sides 


And a snare at every step. 


If you swagger and give yourselves airs, 
You are undone. 


(3) 


It is a spider’s net with all its tangles and meshes. 
Your pride will be levelled to the dust. 

. I speak in hints and verse, 
The meaning of which lies too deep. 


V.—PROSPECTS OF THE CROPS AND CONDITION OF THE PEOPLE, 


50. The Sansodhini of the 15th June reports that the distress in Chitta- 


. gong has assumed fearful proportions, The story 
wisn igene in the Chittagong dis- OF ong Tarini, who killed his own mother in des- 
peration, has been already told in this ex 


There is the blood-curdling story of Pitambar Dhupi, who fuiling to find ood 
for his family of eight or nine, killed them all outright. Will it still be said 
that Chittagong is as prosperous as ever? Will the authorities still sleep? 
Will not the zamindars and the mahajans of the place come forward 1n this 


crisis? Will not energetic young men bestir themselves now to organise relief 


funds for the starving ? 


The same paper also reports that the local authorities have begun to make 


enquiries into the distress in thanas Satkania and Jaldi. They are requested, 
however, not to proceed on the police reports alone, but to depute Babu Nabin 
Chandra Das, Deputy Magistrate, to the place. It behoves the Chttagong 
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Association also to endeavour to acquaint themselves thoroughly with the state 
of the district. . 
distress in Chittagong, acorrespondent of the 
51. In connection with iol > en 1 Jans p 

Distress in the Chittagong dis- It would appear from the Government Resolu- 
— tion on the apa ae! cycloue sg a the 
He of the 30th March that the authorities are not wi ing to a mit 
Pd 2a considerable form in the Chittagong district. “The Com- 
missioner has satisfied himself that the relief administered has been sufficient. to 
revent any loss of life by starvation.” Sweet words of comfort all round ! 
Yos the cyclone had committed a havoc in the district ; houses had been blown 
down, crops had been destroyed, men and cattle killed ; but then Government 
rebuilt the houses. fed the poor, and gave them medical help; and it has not 
yet ceased to feed the women and children whose husbands and parents have 

gone abroad ! aes ee 
To us, however, who have seen and still see hundreds of homeless widows 
and orphans starving before our eyes, while some in desperation are selling 
their children and some killing off their family, these words of comfort sound 
like the hollowest mockery. Asa matter of fact, the relief administered to 
each individual has varied from four annas to three rupees at the highest, 
sums quite inadequate in our opinion to enable him to live till such time as 
he can rebuild his house and return to his occupation. ‘‘ He (the Commis- 
sioner) would give gratuitous relief for some time more to widows and 
orphans and to the women and children whose bread-winners have gone to 
Arakan.” We have not heard of any such relief given; we shall be glad if 
anybody enlightens us on the point. But then what we see actually 18 distress 
here, distress there, and distress everywhere. May we not also enquire what 


' medical he'p was given by Government when cholera was scoring from 200 to 


250 victims every day? Be that as it may, we are and we shall ever remain 


_. grateful for whet help Government did give. - Our sole prayer is that it should 
_ be more gracious and that prompt help should be given to those who but for 


such help will not have to live long. 

The same paper reports another death from starvation. Asregards the other 
two deaths and the selling of children reported in a previous issue of this paper, 
the Magistrate of Chittagong ordered a police enquiry, which has borne out the 
truth of our report. ‘lhe head constable who went to inquire was surrounded 
by nearly 200 persons who piteously complained to him of the fearful distress 
in their village. : 

The writer gives the names of certain families in the villages of Manik- 
pathan and Kotpara, who urgently need Government help :— | 


(1) Petan, son of Budhagazi, of Manikpathan, a familly of four. (2) Raha- 
mat Ali, son of Magan Ali, five. (3) Fateh Ali, grandson of Mali, four. (4) 
Ajgar Ali, son of Mahammad Ali, foar. (5) Omda Bibi, widow of Rahimbox, 
dead, three. (6) Dudar Bibi, widow of Bochagazi, dead, three. (7) Guban, son of 
Golam Ali, six. (8) Mastar Bibi, widow of Sujayat Ali, dead, four. (9) Ahmad 
Ali, son of Rahamat Ali, seven. (10) Amir Jan, widow of Mupseph Ali, dead, five. 
(11) Achhiyarar Rahaman, son of Alimuddin, four. (12) Amir Hochan, son of 
Manchhur Ali, eight. (18) Madhu, son of Magan Ali, six. (14) Annar Ali, son 
of Taran, seven, (15) Ramgati Patar, son of Nidan Patar, five. (16) Usha, 
widow of Rabidas Patar, dead, one. (17) Bhelna, widow of Iton Patar, dead, 
one. (18) Mosraf Ali, son of Manas, one. (19) Mayabi, widow of Karimbux, 
dead, one. (20) Sabjan, widow of Annar Ali, dead, four. (21) Gurabi, widow 
of Fozdar Ali, dead, seven, (22) Tajannichha, three. (23) Latubi, one, (24) 
Sudar Bibi, one. (25) Miya Jan, five. (26) Bachu Bibi, two. (27) Olfatannichha, 
widow of Khadim Ali, dead, five. (28) Goljan Bibi, widow of Karam Ali, dead, 


(31) Bok fhind ode one. (30) Amirjan Bibi, daughter of Golam Ali, one. 


VI.— MIsceLuangovs. 


02. The Jyoti of the 16th June reports that a few days ago, a certain 


lies ee a pandit of Manikganj, who went to visit the shrine 


vakunda in the Chittagong district, Of Baravakunda, in the Chittagong district, at about 
11-30 a.M., was refused admittance into the temple 
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by the priest, Kamini Thakur, who had just finished the worship. There ig 
no rule, however, prohibiting the admission of pilgrims into the temple, even 
after the conclusion of the worship. ‘he doors of the Baravakund are opened 
now-a-days so late as 9 or 10 a.m., and that is because the ticket system of the 
mohanta has been abolished. It would be very convenient if the temple were 
opened early in the morning, so that pilgrims from Sitakunda might come by 
the 6 a.m. train, and return by the 8 4.m. one. But the mohanta would open 
it when he chose, without regard to the convenience of pilgrims. Is there no 
way to bring about a better arrangement ? 

The Endowment Committee is now almost extinct. There ought to be 
some check on these self-willed mohantas. Here is the necessity of a law like 
that proposed by Mr. Ananda Charlu. It is hoped that his Bill will be passed 
ie next winter, and thut it will not remain a dead letter like the exist- 
ing law. 

538. The Hitavadi of the 17th June is glad that the Bombay Government, 

.o in its Resolution on the plague riot at Bombay, has 
Ph as offcial view of the Bombay not attributed it to a conspiracy or a settled poli- 
tical purpose. In its opinion the riot was due to 
a sudden outburst of feeling on the part of fanatical Musalmans, who had 
become extremely Meslenaal with the plague regulations. It is certainly a 
matter for congratulation that the Bombay Government has at last discovered 
its own mistake, as well as the malice and meanness of the lying Anglo-Indians 
who have been incessantly maligning the natives of Bombay and have attri- 
buted the murders of Rand and Ayerst and all the disturbances in that 
Province to native conspiracy and political agitation. Depending upon the 
misrepresentations of the Angio-Indien traducers of the Indian people, the 
Government treated the Bombay people with a high hand. It has, however, 
at last found out its mistake. 

54. The Bangavasi of the 18th June has the following :— 

Of all the impracticabilities achieved by the 
British Government in India, the greatest and the 
most wonderful is native political agitation. We never for a moment imagined 
that a grave and self-centred nation like the British could be the cause of such 
a ludicrous thing as the Congress. 

In our foolish endeavour to imitate Englishmen, we have done many things 
wrong; we have committed many sins of omission and commission; we have 
made ourselves ludicrous in various ways. But never did we sin imore hein- 
ously than when we instituted this annual farce of political agitation, never 
did we make ourselves more ludicrous than when we started this strange 
political movement. Englishmen are in the habit of going to political agita- 
tion whenever they have to gain or preserve a right or privilege, whenever 
they have to get an institution altered or modified. Political agitation is, with 
Englishmen, a means, sanctioned by long practice, of gaining a political 
object, and in imitation of them, we have forsaken our old and well-tried 
methods and adopted new methods of political agitation to which we give such 


The Indian National Congress. 


high-sounding titles as the ‘National Congress” and the “ Provincial Con- 


ference.” On these useless and unworthy objects, we of a poor country 
annually waste lakhs of rupees. We forget that a method which suits an 
Englishman does not suit an Indian—“ Jet not the cobbler overstep his last” 
is a proverb which we seem to understand very little. But India is unfortu- 
nately not England, and an institution which produces beneficial results in 
the home of liberty may lead to baneful consequences in the land of slavery. 
jhe medicine which gives tone to a sound constitution may prove fatal toa 
ing man. 
4 litical agitation by Englishmen and political agitation by Indians are 
as the poles asunder. ith Englishmen political agitation is a sacred duty, 
with our so-called ‘friends of India,” it is a pleasant pastime. Once devoted 
to political agitation, the Englishman completely sacrifices his self. No danger > 
daunts him, no failure depresses him. He goes on agitating till he achieves 
his political object. His political agitation, in short, means never-ceasing 
endeavour, unparalleled patience and perseverance, unexampled concentration 
of mind. It is no wonder that such ceaseless and hercic efforts should be 
crowned with such success. But what is our political agitation like? It is, 
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ustpone its meétings for at least three years? There is a precedent in your 
avour; the theatres have all closed and many yaéra (opera) parties bind 
stopped singing. 
The best advice that we can give you on this occasion is to ask you to give 
3 political agitation, and devote your money, time and energy to the digging 
of tanks, repairing of village roads and opening of atith-salas. But why do you 
rant and bluster and hiss like an angry serpent? Our advice is cetainly dis- 
tasteful to you, but the time will come when you will have to repent of your 
conduct and when our advice will taste sweet and savoury. 


55. ‘The Sanjtvant of the 18th June has the following :— 


; a A friend of ours, who has recently come down 
oa class Bengalis in the from the Pun jab, says that the Punjabis seuha 


not help laughing when they read of the flight of 
the Bengalis from Calcutta owing to the appearance of plague. ‘Their flight 


has rendered the Bengalis so unpopular in that province that one is now 
ashamed to call himself a Bengali. No wonder that the brave Punjabis should 
laugh at and deride the cowardice of the Bengali. Not to speak of others, 
some of our best friends have been telling us that we do not show ary sympathy 
with our countrymen in this crisis. If by sympathy is meant giving en- 
couragement to cowardice, then we freely admit that it is impossible for us to 
evince it. We never encouraged cowardice nor will we do so now. We will 
patiently bear any odium that may be heaped upon us for this. If, however, 
we have to prove our sympathy by helping the distressed in danger, we shall 
never fail to prove it to the best of our power. We have repeatedly said that 
this is the time, not for flight, but for exhibiting true manhood. What should 


be done now is to see how the people can be saved from the plague or how~,.. 


the sufferings of the sick can be alleviated. But who will re-assure the pu 


outset. Not to speak of others, many Municipal Commissioners thems 


failed in this respect. We hear a rumour to the effect that a certain wealthy” 


Commissioner had made all necessary arrangements for removing to his 
garden-house, leaving the care of his Calcutta house, property, furniture, horses 
and carriages to a number of servants. The latter. gave him to understand 
that they would not remain in Calcutta if he left them, but they would never 
leave him and would lay down their lives for him if he remained. They 
were, they said, ready to die for him, but not for paltry pay. Their master 
saw that if his servants deserted him, there would be none left to take care of 
his house and valuables; and he decided upon staying in Calcutta. It is 
needless to say that his servants have not left him. Where the head of the 
family is calm and collected, there has been no vanic whatever, not even among 
menials. So, it comes to this that if the educated and higher class people 
had not left Calcutta in a panic, the lower classes would not have been panic- 
stricken. But it is useless to cry over spilt milk. The educated classes have 
still a duty to perform, and if they do perform it, they will be compensating 
for their past laches. 

Considering the insanitary condition of the bastis in Calcutta, there will 
be nothing to wonder if plague becomes a permanent visitor here. When 
Mr. Clarke was the Municipal Engineer, he proposed erecting a few model 
bastis, This proposal was probably sanctioned in 1869; but since then 
nothing has been done to give effect to it. Among the Municipal Commis- 
sioners there are not many to raise their voice on behalf of the poor; other- 


- wise the bastis would have been remodelled long ago. The Calcutta basis 


are, indeed, a disgrace to the metropolis and to their owners. There is not 
much chance of their being soon improved. But if the Punjab regulations 
are enforced here, plague may probably be put down without much difficulty. 
The peepee of the Punjab are respectfully obeying the orders and instructions 
of the Government. ‘Temporary sheds are being erected or tents pitched 
near every affected village, and into these the people are moving wholesale, 
leaving their houses to be disinfected and the plague germs lille. The 
villagers return to their homes in a few montl:s when there is no longer any 
chance of their being attacked ; and thus has plague been eradicated in many 
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when the leaders themselves are leaving? There would never have been all” ™ 
this panic if the leaders had done their duty by the public, arranged forthe. —“@% 
treatment of the cick and devised means for putting the plague down at the.  —* 


koe 
+ 


Na ’ 
ba) 
, 
on ‘Hj 


ha g 
ind, 


—— | eS ole a »™ 


( 605 ) 


Calcutta may yet be saved from the rava 

3 es of 

bustis, where plague has appeared, are SS rviden tah 
and the dastis are thoroughly dis- 


villages in the Punjab. 
if the people of the 
temporary accommodation elsewhere, 


adopted any measures for the relief of the poor 
arrangements that are being made are, im SS people. The 
higher classes, In only one or two wards have pro ; a made for the 
equipping hospitals for the use of the poor. Now a ibe 43 : yey made for 
classes to earn the gratitude and blessings of the poor gg re _ wealthy 
for the latter. Unfortunately they do not seem tualiael ch ree cong 
no caste system among the Muhammadans, and one hospi ov. sa 
admit all of them, high and low. But poor Hind ag: may therefore 
of being admitted to the hospitals for the rich we ge Sager wt 
formed in every ward for the poor, and it ma “th i os 
that they regard themselves as perfectly helpless "Ww 4° gg icon Taplin sete 
people complain of this. We have done our best ‘ ave heard many poor 
say that the wealthier portion of the community ar 0 ee they 
because they will not be admitted to the Go Aon —— hospitals, not 
advantages from which the poor will he deb phe eg i | but for special 
of difference is weighing upon and terrif har ee oe See 
removed this sense of difference We. , Basen The rich might easily have 
and have iad the Meshes Somali se at pong: gp careful about the poor, 
Samaj, which has always claimed to be the f e d Pipe ages. Mepcl yp g os Bang 
ics Bechmo Seumal ia, however, poor, 064 gag of the poor and the helpless. 
cna Laggan, Reng vr neg S. ~<a too much to expect that it can 
tending and nursiug the sick. It Agee eS Oe SS 
invitation to the Brahmos to nurse pla Seas os one that our 
56. Speaking of the cool plogee potinnts 0 teins petpenaed So. 
cooly question, the Dacca Prakash of the 19th J 
The cooly question in Congress says:— une 
and Conference. i. The cooly is the special care of Gover 
bites tek wand = me passed law after law for his Bo erg -. 
regulations regarding his foo re _o his condition. It has made sini ent 
hours of labour. ‘The cooly, = es, wages, lodging, medical treatment yor 
chhatu, salt, and water after Ake in his own house a scant meal of 
meals a day consisting of rice : s of fast, now gets two or even three full 
to cover his body, he now has arg and vegetables. Instead of a soiled rag 
the gardens, passed doctors fie sy chadars. pirans, and warm clothes too To 
aw the face of a doctor. He po = every day, while at home he ane one 
village, he earned scarcely Re rye s. 6 to Rs. 7 per month; in_his oan 
“ the a cen even after eBoy B.., on a he should often 
ere and there there is ——— 
that. But then it is onthe ppression of these people. It is no good denyi 
Jud : @ extraordinar ° Jing 
udges and Magistrates themsel y- Does not the police, do not 
times commit oppr nite lg WwW ves, who are here to protect the people SO : 
negligent or refractory; is it 4 rebuke our servants when they Teen i 
none ard on tat folie, on wht bot pend th nese of a be 
estments? ‘Tea-planters d ps0 Iubour depend the issues of im 
sahibs out of the te o sometimes hurt or kill a coolie;  sepeaer 
Government is not gh aay kick out the lives of Bl a => os 
no oppression still in os Pe = pe nothing to remedy these dng si 
America? Government cannot a of light and civilisation—England, Fra oe 
some still higher authority to ; and by each individual cooly. Put poli Digi 
number of his pcr emsen protect him—ten to one, it will but add is the 
ae is no fault of the cooly law that h 
not i —— men and children is challaned spy: . ote. waged 
; n as & COOLY. . 
Hakim of high By WAY, contenss canes Be taneatle to ®, Lo Rig Pires 
nase: Mo two sometimes get food sy wigs ae “i Y — er ; 
imes sentenced by Jud ecruiters. Are not innocent 
than is sup y Judge and jury to death a. cent men 
posed. The reports in ath? The evil is even much less 
are not always to blame. ee i ae a often show that the recruiters 
man quarrels with her husband, 


Dacca Prakash, 
June 19th, 1898. 
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comes to a recruiter, says she has nobody to support her, and ends by signin 
a cooly-contract. But when taken to the tea-garden, she pines for home and 


family and lays all the blane on the recruiter. Now, what is to be’ done in 


such cases? If such express words of consent are not to warrant her chalan 
should lakhs of other coolies, who have expressed their consent in the very same 
words, be prevented from going. because perchiance they may have quarrelled 
at home ? 

What is it precisely that the Congress and the Confererces wrangle for, with 
regard to these coolies? Do they want the abolition of the contract system in its 
entirety ? Unfortunately, our experienced Congress-men do not quite realize the 
danger of doing away with these contracts. Without contracts to bind them, 


these coolies mav, in @ misguided spirit, any day leave the gardens in a body, | 


bringing concerns worth crores of rupees to the ‘ground. Abolition of contracts 
would mean the des:ruction of the great tea industry. 

It is sometimes argued, what does it signify to us, if the tea-planter sahibs 
fil in their business? But other tinings apart, are tea-planters all sahibs? 
An enormous amount of native capital is laid out on these tea-gardens. Then 
there is a large body of clerks, doctors, &¢, who find their employment in 
these gardens, Take away the contract system in the interest of a handful of 
oppressed coolies, and lakhs of coolies will die of starvation. How fooitish not 
to reckon the crores of rupees ‘which annually flow into this country in the 
shape of wages given to coolies ! 

Our Congress-men hope that wages will be a sufficient incentive to coolies 
to venture out 10 these tea-gardens by themselves Nothing can be a more 
mi-taken view than this. American labourers earn I's. 00 to Rs. 60 per 
menth; why do ror cur coolies emigrate to America? And to puta simpler 
case: many people in Dacca and Bikrampur are poor; they do not get enough 
land to cultivate. Bat only afew miles higher up, near Bhawal, there are 
lakiis of bighas of uncultivated land which can be got at almost no price; but 
they never think of going over there. Our Congress-men have no idea of 
the diffenltv. They should te reminded that in seeking to do away with 
Contrae’s, they unwillingly hur: the best interests of the country. Their 
eonusols and suggestions are like those of a child. They never see that they are 
cphome al creations of the British Government and that by themselves they 
have not the sense ard the strength to hold their own against their uneducated 
toethren. Hf they really want the countrs’s good, let them have their proceed- 
nes in tne denguage of the eourtey, let them attract sensible and experienced 
nen to t.cir ranks, | 


CHUNtUER NACH BOSK, 
Lengalt lranslator. 
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